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Brothers and Sisters in Christ;  

 

School is starting again! Parents all over this great land are singing Alleluia!!! Of course, kids all over the 

land are wailing and gnashing their teeth. Everywhere you go you can hear their tortured lament: "Where did 

summer go? Vacation just began!"  
 

The beginning of the school year can be somewhat traumatic, especially for students trying to learn new 

routines and new schedules. I vividly recall an experience I had with one such young lad when I was teaching. It 

was just two or three days into the new year when he came into class at the beginning the period and sat down in 

his seat. He began unpacking his bags, opened his notebook, and looked up with pen in hand ready to begin class. 

But when he saw me staring at him quizzically, he said: "Mr. Sweeney, what's wrong? Why are you looking at me 

funny?" "Joe (His name wasn't really Joe--I'll use an alias to protect the innocent!) you're in the wrong class! This 

is Period C. You have my class period F!" He quickly packed his book bag and went running out of my room in 

search of the right class.  
 

Later on, period F, I was teasing him about his scheduling error. Jokingly, I kidded him, "Joe, you 

probably know your girlfriends schedule better than your own." In complete and utter seriousness, he shot right 

back, "Sure do." And then he proudly proceeded to reel off every class she was in each period of the day!  

 

This story illustrates one of the great truths in life. When you really love someone, you want to know 

everything about them. Your curiosity about them knows no bounds. You just have to find out everything you can 

about them.  

 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, the same is true with Jesus. When we really love Him, we will want to 

know everything we can about Him. In fact, He says this is what following Him is all about. To be His disciple, 

we must continually be listening to Him, hearing His Word, learning from Him. One of the primary ways we do 

this is through adult education or, as I like to think of it, adult faith formation. It is an essential part of faithful 

discipleship, a key component of a vital, living, dynamic relationship with our Lord. We really can't know the 

depths of His love for us without it. 

 

Because this is the call God gives to every Christian, the call to a fuller, more faithful discipleship through 

an ever deepening understanding of Him and His will, we have planned a number of exciting opportunities this 

fall to learn more about Jesus and grow in His love. I strongly encourage you to pray about participating in at least 

one of the following faith formation opportunities. It truly is a matter of having a more vibrant and passionate 

relationship with Christ.  

 Bible Study Sunday mornings from 8:45 to 9:45 throughout the Church School calendar year beginning 

September 13. We will read through the Gospel of Mark and then spend several weeks looking at Lutheran 

Hermeneutics--how Lutherans interpret the Bible.  

 Lutheranism 101 Wednesday evenings from 6 to 7:30 starting September 23 through  

November 11. We will discuss the basics of Christian Faith in the Lutheran tradition. As in the past, you 

are encouraged to bring a "brown bag" dinner. This class will also be offered during the daytime starting 

on September 23 from 11:00 to 12:00.  

 Sermon discussion Beginning Sunday September 27 through November 1 following the 10:30 service. 

Grab a cup of coffee after the service and then join us for a twenty minute discussion with Pastor about the 

readings for the day, the sermon, or any related questions or topics. This is a time to enter into a dialogue 

with the preacher and explore more deeply the meaning of the scripture passages, the sermon, and through 

them, God's Word for us. You may ask any questions you like, share any insights you have, or simply 

listen to the discussion.  

We are very excited about these programs and we pray that every member of Faith will take advantage of at 

least one of these wonderful faith formation opportunities and as a result experience more profoundly the 

riches of God's love given to us in Jesus Christ! 

 



We are also very excited about a new worship service that will be starting this fall on Thursday evenings in 

early November. This service is being planned in response to feedback from the congregation and, more 

importantly, in response to a sense of God's call to mission, to reach out with the gospel and evangelize. As a 

result, we will have one service on Sundays at 10:30. Stay tuned for more details!  

 

Together may we grow more deeply in the Knowledge and Love of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and each 

day be transformed more and more into His likeness as we bring His Peace and Joy to the world!  

 

 

In His Overflowing Grace, 

 

Pastor E. J. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 September 
 
 
02 Carol Johnson 
04 Kurt Christensen 
06 Kevin Schiemer 
17 Maggie McKenzie 
20 Pastor E. J.  
21 Eric Carlson 
 Amanda Nelsen 

22 Kimberly Long 
24 Hilda Schiemer 
 Diana McVicker 
27 Cathy Kay 
28 Leslie Ann Furbush 
30 Denise Turner 
 
 

 
 
The Faith Cares Committee continues to help and pray for the following members and friends of our 
congregation:  Diana McVicker, Andy Tedford, Ed Carlson, Frida Nordgren, Doris Schoenfeld, Bertha 
Christianson, Elsie Benjamin, Ed Larson, Tess Cummings, Lucille Brooks, Scott Townsend, Ivy Farinella, Esther 
Argenyi, Arthur Guerette, Greg Boop, Donna, Diane, Roz, Madhuri and Scott Burns. 

 
 
 
 
 

New Members Meeting 
 

There will be a New Members Meeting on September 6th immediately following the 9:30 service. Anyone interested in 
joining Faith as a new member is invited and encouraged to come and meet with Pastor E.J. following the 9:30 Worship 

Service. If you are interested in becoming a member, or just finding out more information about doing this and are unable 
to attend this meeting, please call Pastor E.J. at church at 569-2037. 



At Your Service September: 
 

09/06/09 9:30 a.m. 
 
Ushers:  Dennis and Donna Hubbs 
Greeters: Norm and Cindy Banta 
Reader:  Keryl Robinson 
Comm. Asst: Cathy Kay & Kent Tedford 
Tellers:   Keryl Robinson and John Holowczak 
 
09/13/09 10:30 a.m. 
 
Ushers:  Ken and Linda Parkany 
Greeters: Barbara Liu and Barbara Lewis 
Reader:  Bing Liu 
Comm. Asst.  Craig and Annette Bolt 
Tellers:  Craig Bolt and Kurt Christensen 
 

09/20/09 10:30 a.m.  
 
Ushers:  Gene and Robbie Johnkoski 
Greeters: Eleanor Warren and Marjorie Coons 
Reader:  Beth Godwin 
Comm. Asst: Jay and Carla Stolzenthaler 
Tellers:  Jay Stolzenthaler & Joe Carlson 
 
09/27/09 10:30 a.m. 
 
Ushers:  Bob and Kathy Neumeister 
Greeters: Janina Johnkoski & Robbie Johnkoski 
Reader:  Janina Johnkoski 
Comm. Asst:  Kent Tedford and Donna Hubbs 
Tellers:  Chuck Sack & Manny Morales

 
 
 

Installation Service for Pastor E. J. 

 
We invite you to attend the Installation Service for Pastor E. J. here at Faith. The 

date is Sunday, September 20th, and the service will begin at 4:00 PM.  

 

After the Installation Service we will gather in the Parish Hall for light 

refreshments and fellowship.  

 
 

 

Christian Education for Everyone! 
 

As so many of us are very aware (whether that awareness comes with anticipation, reluctance or relief) another school 
year has begun.  And that brings with it one thing that we all can agree is wonderful—another year of Christian Education 
here at Faith. This year Pastor E.J., Janina Johnkoski (Sunday School Superintendent), her great staff of volunteer teachers, 
and everyone on our Christian Education committee have put together what we think is a full and exciting slate of 
opportunities for everyone at Faith—from preschoolers to charter members—to increase their knowledge and 
understanding of God’s Word and our Lutheran traditions, thereby finding greater connection to our Lord and His Spirit. 
Of course, our Sunday School is always a place where our children can be introduced to Jesus’ love in a fun and nurturing 
atmosphere.  This year classes will begin on Sunday, September 13th.  We will begin our time together in the sanctuary, 
then the various age groups will go to their separate classes, accompanied by their teachers.  The schedule and class 
divisions are as follows: 
9:15 to 9:30  Opening gathering in the sanctuary 
9:30 to 10:15  Classes – We are blessed to welcome back our teaching staff:  Mrs. Dubiel, Mrs. Harmon, Mrs. Jaworski and  
   Mr. Godwin 

 Age 3 to Kindergarten 

 1st & 2nd grades 



 3rd, 4th, & 5th grades 

 6th & 7th grades 

 Confirmation – Pastor EJ will be leading the Confirmation class this year.  More information to come.  

 Teens—Mr. Tedford, youth group room 

Parents are welcome to tag along for the first week while your child gets accustomed to his/her teacher and the 
environment, but after that, we ask that you let your child focus on the class and activities without you.   
 
This year our adult members will also have several opportunities for spiritual development and the study of scripture: 

 Adult Christian Education Hour (kicking off with “Reading the Bible as Lutherans”), Sundays, 8:45 to 9:45 

(beginning September 13). 

 “Lutheranism 101”—the perfect opportunity to learn or relearn about the theological roots and 

traditions that make the Lutheran church “Lutheran.” Wednesdays, 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. (Beginning September 23). 

Bring a “brown bag” supper.  Another weekday session for seniors and others who prefer to stay home in the 

evenings will be scheduled as well. 

 Sermon discussions—Sundays, after the service (you’ll be able to get your coffee and…) for about 20-30 

minutes (Beginning September 27).  A chance to reflect on and contemplate Pastor’s message each week. 

 
We hope you’ll agree that spiritual education and development are essential to Christian life and that you and your family 
will take advantage of the opportunities we offer here at Faith.  There really is something for everyone! 
 
      Barbara Liu, Chair of Christian Education 
      Janina Johnkoski, Sunday School Superintendent 
 
 
 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATE for August 

 
Hope everyone enjoyed the Summer and is ready to get back into the full swing of things, especially 
our 3 Seniors – Vickie, Megan & Matt! 
 
August was a time for getting Activity and Education plans ready for the Fall, and being at Calumet for 
their 50th Anniversary Picnic Celebration and a few days at Family Camping. 
 
Being at Calumet to wrap up the Summer and help Celebrate Calumet’s 50th Anniversary was fantastic.  
Although we had to dodge some rain drops during our 4 days, we were able to enjoy the full Calumet 
experience, including the Music Camp Concert Friday night, Outdoor Worship on Sunday with D. Guy, 
and the Big Picnic on Sunday afternoon.  We had a mix of Calumet veterans and rookies in our small 
group and visited with many old and new friends in Family Camping and our walks throughout the 
Camp.  Looking forward to being back there at the end of September with the Middle School Group for 
the Fall Fling! 
 

As the Fall Activity Schedule continues to come together, it looks like we’ll have 35 in the Fabenezer 
group at Hammonasset to Kick Off the year.  Should be a great weekend enjoying the music from 
SevenGlory and insight from Jay Gamelin on how to manage the “distractions” in our live so they don’t 
get in the way of spending time with God. 
 

The rest of the Fall will be highlighted by; the Middle School Fall Fling @ Calumet at the end of 
September, the 30 Hour Famine in the middle of October, Youth Sunday on November 15 th, and a 
number of Concert opportunities in October (Skillet), November (A Bunch of Guys, Toby Mac), and 
December (MVR Bell Concert).  We’ll also be trying a new Fund Raiser in October as 1,400 



PUMPKINS of all sizes get delivered to Faith on October 3rd and FAITH’S PUMPKIN PATCH opens for 
business.  Should be a great opportunity to help the community get some great Pumpkins for the Fall 
and for the Youth to raise additional funds for all their activities.  Stay tuned for much more info on this 
in the near future and how you’ll be able to participate. 
 

Beginning September 20th, we’ll be offering a new Weekly Education Hour for Teens who have already 
been confirmed and the 9th Graders when they don’t have Confirmation Education.  Should be a great 
opportunity to deepen our understanding of His Word and strengthen our personal relationship with 
God. 
 

See you in October with Highlights from Hammonasset and our Calumet Weekend! 
 

Here’s what we’ve got coming up for the Fall: 

 September 2nd – Hammonasset Prep & General Organization Meeting 

 September 11th – 13th – HAMMONASSET! 

 September 20th – Pastor EJ’s Installation @ Faith @ 4:00 PM 

 September 23rd – Meet @ The Pole Prayer Day @ 7am @ Area Schools 

 September 25th – 27th Junior Youth CALUMET Retreat! 

 October 3rd – SKILLET Concert in Worcester, Mass 

 October 3rd – 31st – Faith PUMPKIN Patch Open for Business 

 October 10th – 11th  30 HOUR FAMINE 

 October 25th – Regular Meeting @ 1 

 November 1st – CALUMET 50th Anniversary Celebration @ Trinity in Worcester 

 November 15th – Bunch of Guys Concert @ Emanuel, Hartford (Knute Ogren’s Band) 

 November 15th – Youth Sunday Services @ Faith 

 November 20th – Winter Wonder Slam Concert in NYC- Toby Mac, Relient K, Steph Smith 

 November 22nd – Regular Meeting @ 1 

 December 4th – 5th REVOLVE Tour in Hartford & Lock In @ Faith 

 December – Silver Ring Thing 

 December 6th @ 4 – MVR Bell Concert @ Faith 

 December 13th – Regular Meeting @ 1 

 December 29th – 30th – Vacation LOCK IN @ Faith 

 
WORSHIP & MUSIC  

 
Hi everyone!  Hope you had a great summer with plenty of relaxation and rejuvenation!  The Worship and Music 
committee along with Pastor EJ and our new musician Rob have been planning an exciting year of worship activities for 
Faith.  We hope that these will have the combined effect of continuing to meet the needs of the current congregation 
while at the same time encouraging our “un-churched” neighbors to join us as well. 
 
First of all, beginning on Sunday, September 13th, we will return to the 10:30 worship service in addition to a full schedule 
of educational opportunities – see the calendar for more information about this.  This worship will follow the format we 
have been following out of the ELW.   However, you should expect to hear some variety in the music.  This will include 
your favorite hymns combined with some new hymns and songs of different styles.  If you haven’t been to worship to hear 
Rob play, just ask anyone who has, his versatility on the organ and piano is impressive and the music has been inspiring. 
 
One thing to note, we will not be offering the 8:00 service beginning in September.  This is for several reasons.  If you have 
any questions or concerns about this, please feel free to see me at church or e-mail me at bandbgodwin@cox.net and I 
would be happy to speak with you. 

mailto:bandbgodwin@cox.net


Secondly, we will begin offering a mid-week worship service on a regular basis beginning some time in November.  This 
worship will be on Thursday evenings at 6:30 and will be very different from our regular Sunday morning worship.  Not 
only will the music be very different but so will the layout and order of the worship itself.  More details about this will 
follow. 
 
To supplement our worship services musically, we will continue to offer a variety of music groups in which everyone can 
participate in some way.  Pat Sack will continue to lead our cherub choir which is for children aged 3 through those in 
second grade.  This group will meet on Sunday morning at 8:45 am beginning on Sunday, September 20th.   We are 
currently looking for someone to lead the youth ringers on Sunday morning.  If anyone is interested in helping with this 
please let me know.  This group is comprised of children in the 3rd grade and higher and meets also at 8:45 on Sunday 
morning.   The Faith choir will continue to meet on Wednesday evenings at 7:30.  Anyone who is interested is welcome to 
join us – our first rehearsal is scheduled for Wednesday, September 2nd.  The Bell choir will continue to meet on Thursday 
evenings.  However, they are moving rehearsal time to 7:45 to allow time to set up after the new worship service.  Anyone 
who is interested in joining the bell choir should let Fred know – he is definitely looking for new ringers!  The Bell choir’s 
first rehearsal is set for Thursday, September 3rd. 
 
In addition to all of these, Rob is looking for some musicians to help him with the music for the new worship service.  If you 
play any instrument or like to sing please see Rob about participating in a music group which will be forming this fall.  They 
will be rehearsing on Tuesday nights at 7:00 in the sanctuary.  He is definitely looking for guitarists and drummers, but all 
instrumentalists are encouraged to participate.  This group’s first rehearsal will be on Tuesday, September 1st. 
 
There will be a meeting of all of those interested in participating during worship as lectors, ushers and communion 
assistants on Wednesday, September 9th at 6:30 in the sanctuary.  This is an opportunity for anyone who has considered 
participating but isn’t sure what is involved to come and find out.  Also, for anyone who has participated in the past, Pastor 
EJ would like to meet with you as well just to go over any expectations he has.  Anyone who would like to participate in 
worship in one of these roles should plan to attend this meeting.  If you are interested but cannot make the meeting, let 
me or Pastor know, we will be planning another meeting at some point this fall.  
 
Lastly, our next Worship and Music committee meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 16th at 6:00.  Anyone is 
welcome to join us and share their ideas.  As usual, let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Beth Godwin 
Chair, Worship and Music Committee 
 
 

 
Property Update ς Service Opportunities 

 
On Saturday morning, September 19th between 8:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. we are holding our fall clean-up.  We anticipate 
working inside and out.  Please mark this date on your calendar and sign up on the list on the narthex bulletin board.  
There will be a TO DO List with suggested tasks on the day of the event or you are free to take on your own favorite 
project to polish up our church property.  Please make the effort to support this event to maintain our property and enjoy 
fellowship with the other workers. 
 
We are also exploring supporting an ELCA regionally sponsored training course that will prepare participants to perform 
energy audits at Faith and other nearby churches.  The course consists of five three hour sessions and should start in mid-
September.  Training material is at the level of an advanced high school or college science course.  It is open to interested 
members of the congregation 15 years of age or above.  The preferred commitment is to take the course and to 
participate in follow-on events at Faith and possibly other nearby churches.  To make this work best we will need three 
volunteers from Faith.  Please contact Jay Stolzenthaler for additional details. 
 



If these events seem like just more tasks on your already too busy schedules then reconsider them in a different light.  
They are presented to you as an opportunity to be a better steward of the worldly blessings God has given to us.  Please 
come and join us. 
 

Thank you, Jay Stolzenthaler, Property Chair 

528-0165 or j.stolzen@cox.net 
 

 
EXCITEMENT ABOUNDS! 

 
Excitement was in the air at the August council meeting!  Great things are being planned in the life of Faith Lutheran Church with our new 
pastor.  Council members, committee chairs, and our new parish musician all took part in the planning. 
 
Catch the enthusiasm!  Join one of our new endeavors beginning this fall or get involved in one of our existing ministries.  Share your 
time and talents to spread the Good News! 
 
Our financial situation is that the summer expenses are down as would be expected while our pledged income has remained steady.  With 
the start of the fall our expenses will increase. 
 
ǚǺ ǻǾǰǱǾ Ȁǻ ǼǾǻȂǵǰǱ ǭǸǸ ȀǴǱ ǹǵǺǵǿȀǾǵǱǿ ǻǲ ǗǭǵȀǴ ǭǺǰ ǮȁǵǸǰ ǻȁǾ ȃǵȀǺǱǿǿ Ȁǻ ǻȀǴǱǾǿ+ ȃǱ ǺǱǱǰ ǱȂǱǾȅǻǺǱȕǿ ǯǻǺȀǵǺȁǱǰ ǲǵǺǭǺǯǵǭǸ ǿȁǼǼǻrt.  Please 
remember that the 2009 budget includes a $13,092 commitment challenge.  If all the pledging units of Faith each gave $200 towards the 
challenge we could meet our goal.  To date we have received $120 which has been designated for the commitment challenge.  Please 
ǳǵȂǱ ǳǱǺǱǾǻȁǿǸȅ!  ȖǗǻǾ ȃǴǱǾǱ ȅǻȁǾ ȀǾǱǭǿȁǾǱ ǵǿ+ ȀǴǱǾǱ ȃǵǸǸ ȅǻȁǾ ǴǱǭǾȀ ǮǱ ǭǸǿǻ-ȗ  'ǞǭȀȀǴǱȃ 5910( 
 
 
      Annette Bolt 
      Finance Chair       
 

mailto:j.stolzen@cox.net

