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PASTOR’S PARAGRAPH or two

“"Rejce in the Lord al ways! Agai n,

It is the Season of Resurrection, the time of new life. With great joy we celebrated on Easter
Sunday when darkness was dispelled. During the Easter Vigil we again marveled at God’s love for
us, as we celebrated new life in Baptism and welcomed Cameron as a new brother in Christ.

As the congregation of Faith, this is a time of new life in a multitude of ways. Thanks be to God
and to God be the glory!

My time with you as Transitional Pastor will soon draw to a close. We will have spent six months
together and | thank you for this opportunity to journey with you.

| rejoice with you as you plan with expectation to welcome your new Pastor. “EJ” Sweeney,
whom you have called, will become Pastor “EJ” Sweeney at the Service of Ordination on May 29%
during the New England Synod Assembly.

On June 1%, “EJ” becomes the Pastor of Faith Lutheran Church. From that day forward we all
need to remember that he is the person you have called to be your Pastor. May 31° will mark
the conclusion of my time with you. Other pastors have walked with you in ministry in years past,
and all who have served in this capacity are part of Faith’s history. June 1* marks a new day and
a new Pastor will be with you in mission and ministry. It is to him who the people of Faith are to
look as you move forward, individually and as a congregation.

Pastors and congregations grow close during the time they spend together. Yet, in my humble
opinion, the greatest gift a congregation can give to a pastor who no longer serves the
congregation in this capacity is the commitment they make to journey with their new pastor for
the well-being of the entire church. Be assured that you are always kept in prayer — but the
journey’s of those who have served and the congregation moving forward are truly separate and
distinct.

To the entire congregation, thank you once again for the opportunity we have had to journey
together. A special word of appreciation to the congregation’s leadership and their partnership
in this journey. And thank you to the staff who worked with me and provided guidance and
insight, Kathy, Susan, and Austin.

God’s Peace and Blessing Always!

In Christ’s Service,
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The Faith Cares Committee continues to help and pray for the following members and friends of our
congregation: Ed Carlson, Frida Nordgren, Doris Schoenfeld, Bertha Christianson, Steve Jaworski, Elsie Benjamin,
Ed Larson, Tess Cummings, Lucille Brooks, Scott Townsend, Clem Dulude, David Felson, Diane, Donna, Gretchen, Nancy

Pat Sack 23
Elaine Jaworski 24
Beth Warren 25
Paul Edinger 29
Taylor Lynn Kenyon 30

Fred Schoenfeld
Stephen Jaworski
Matthew Scoles

O’Connell, lvy Farinella and Esther Argenyi.

HELP WANTED........... We are looking for someone with Webmaster Skills who is familiar with Joomla Web Hosting to assist
with our Faith Website. Please contact either the office personnel or talk with any of our Council members. Thank you in

John Doyle
Hans DePold
Kyle DePold
Sandy Chu
Luke Edinger

advance for any help you can provide.

The Greater Hartford Conference of Churches

Ascension Day Service

May 21, 2009 @ 7:00 PM

Emanuel Lutheran Church, Hartford

Dr. Philip D. Krey, Preacher




05/03/09:
Greeters:
Ushers:
Lector:

Comm Asst:

05/10/09:
Greeters:
Ushers:
Lector:

Comm Asst:

05/17/09:
Greeters:
Ushers:
Lector:

Comm Asst:

05/24/09:
Greeters:
Ushers:
Lector:

Comm Asst:

05/31/09:
Greeters:
Ushers:
Lector:

Comm Asst:

May Worship Assistants

8:00 a.m.

Robbie Johnkoski

Robbie Johnkoski

Keith Johnkoski

Janina Johnkoski & Kent Tedford

Bruce Weston & Jill Weston
Bruce Weston

Joe Carlson

Ken Parkany & Linda Parkany

Linda Parkany

Linda Parkany

Ken Parkany

Keryl Robinson & Bruce Weston

Robbie Johnkoski

Robbie Johnkoski

Janina Johnkoski

Carla Stolzenthaler & Jay Stolzenthaler

Ken Parkany
Ken Parkany
Kent Tedford
Ken Parkany & Linda Parkany

10:30 a.m.

Norm Banta & Cindy Banta
Donna Hubbs & Dennis Hubbs
Bing Liu

Karen Furbush & Kurt Christensen

Beth Warren & Eleanor Warren
Linda Woodrow & David Woodrow
Marjorie Coons

Annette Bolt & Craig Bolt

Diana McVicker and Eric Nelson

Tom Benoit & Kendra Dubiel

Chuck Sack

Walter Schoenfeld & Fred Schoenfeld

Karin Boles & Eric Nelson

Brian Godwin/David Godwin/Peter Godwin

Beth Godwin
Kent Tedford & Joyce Lamontagne

Norm Banta & Cindy Banta

Bob Neumeister & Cathy Neumeister
Peter Carlson/Eric Carlson

Donna Hubbs & Keryl Robinson

Tellers:

May 3 - Chuck Sack & John Holowczak
May 10 —Kent Tedford and Pete Carlson
May 17 - Craig Bolt and Keryl Robinson
May 24 - Jay Stolzenthaler and Joe Carlson

May 31 - Chuck Sack and John Holowczak



YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATE for April

April got off to a fantastic start with a new activity. We had a Lock In on Saturday night the 4™ to
celebrate the beginning of Holy Week together. The Lock In included amazing devotions from Vickie,
Tayl or & Megan, a special mi dni ght Communion Ser
Passion of The Christo. |l 6m not surprised by th
just glad that they let me be a part of their Faith Journeys! Take a minute and ask them about it.
Special Thanks to Pastor Asta and Pastor Pruess for their help and support with the Service logistics
and to the Father and Son for helping us all gain a deeper understanding of the sacrifices made for us
and the gifts given to each of us.

We spent Saturday April 25™ working with the Rebuild Hartford organization and hundreds of
volunteers from throughout the area to help ACI €
small repairs to homes in the neighborhood. It was our 1% time participating in this Annual event and
| 6m sure weol | be back next year to help again.

Each year the Hammonasset Planning Committee has a contest for youth throughout New England to
Ssubmit entries f oGatherihgaltShiry design arsl thid yearuhe ICommittee selected
Vickieds design as the one t haShirtsvivdulcan gee a sampletofithee A

design on the bulletin board outside the Moosed h
everyone wearing Ayouro shirt! Oh Yeah, we al s
selection!

Reports continue to come in that the Flamingos are on their way North and should be arriving in the
area i n May. We 6 vde tcoo nHliorcnke dd utrhienyg ttehne Ni ght i n
a Florida Company to learn how to help you remove any Flamingos that may Flock in your yard, and
have developed a Low Cost Insurance Package ($15) that will keep the Flamingos away if desired.
Watch the Bulletin Boards for more info and updates on the Flamingos, as you Never know where
these crazy birds might land for a party once the weather warms up!

Hereds what wedve got coming up:
e Mayi FLAMINGO FLOCKING Fund Raiser throughout Month
e May i Junior Proms @ East Hartford and Manchester High Schools
e May 31°'i CONFIRMATION @ FAITH for Katie, Jen & Taylor

e June 5" (Friday) i Possible EH SOUP KITCHEN Help
e June7"i Past or S $uddays@ Faith & SOLES for SOULS Service Project
e June24™i 27"CREATI ON 609 NORTHEAST Christian Music

See you next month with an update on those Crazy Flamingos!



Ten Years Later, Lutherans Remember Columbine
09-084-SH

CHICAGO (ELCA)-- Anne Marie Hochhalter stppd outside of her Colorado high
school in 1999 just as two seniors armed with guns began shooting. They killed 12
students and a teacher at Littleton's Columbine High School before killing themsel

Many others were injured, including Hochhalteho was left paralyzed. In the
aftermath, her mother's long struggle with depression intensified. Six months after
shootings, Carla Hochhalter walked into a pawnshop, asked to see a revolver, the
and killed herself.

"After my mom died we s{agped going to church," Anne Marie Hochhalter, 27, told
the ELCA News Service. "l was angry with God because of what happened. | didn'f>
understand what God was about."

At the time, the Hochhalters attended Christ Lutheran Church, Highlands Ranamjlesx&om the
suburban Denver school. The congregation is part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

The school tragedy aftermath brought an endless cycle of debilitating trauma and grief to countless familie
Still, time marched orStudents graduated from high school, then college. Families moved in and out of
suburbia. Pastors came and went.

The 10th anniversary April 20 -- is a measure of how much has changed. It falls a few days after Easter,
when Christians celebrate thbelief in Jesus' resurrection.

For Christians, Easter always lies on the other end of suffering.

"For me, Jesus was taking a bullet that day," said the Rev. David Jensen, pastor at Christ Lutheran in 199
"Jesus was with our kids. He was nohghing this culture, but suffering with this culture. Belief in
resurrection means we cannot stop at our wounds."

Jensen left the ELCA in 2004. Several church members left, too. Most there now weren't members a deca
ago, said the Rev. Tom Shellyhfst Lutheran's current pastor.

"No one really talks about Columbine in the sense of a firsthand memory," Shelly said. "We're still in
recovery mode from the split. We're also preparing for our 25th anniversary in 2010. It's kind of a looking ahe
and survival mode."

The Rev. Don Marxhausen led Littleton's St. Philip Lutheran Church in 1999. After the massacre, he
remained an outspoken presence in the media. He also officiated at the funeral for Dylan Klebold, one of the
Columbine shooters. Cditt erupted in the congregation, and he left the following year.

"Whenever there's trauma, usually pastors wind up leaving," said Marxhausen, 68, now serving in Idaho
Springs, Colo. "As time passes you start getting perspective. My message istthats€s us up."

When the Rev. Nathan Doerr arrived at St. Philip in 2003, he said the congregation still struggled with grie
management.

"Initially there was a sense that 'you've not been through my suffering,” he said. "It was de attitu
'nobody knows the trouble I've seen.™

Church members continue to work on healthy ways of grieving, including how suffering can make them
more compassionate to others' pain.

"Tragedy now drives us deeper into the arms of God rather thanglus apart,” Doerr said. "It's shaped us
in ways that we can be sensitive to how God brings life out of death."

Doerr said the murders are also becoming "more of a distant piece" in the life of the congregation. "The
Columbine tragedy is still padf our life, but doesn't continue on a daily basis to control or direct our ministry,"
he said.

Hochhalter said it took her a long time to accept her losses through the eyes of faith. "When Columbine
happened, | didn't believe in God," she said. dbwa selfish teenager. | wanted to sleep in on Sunday mornings.
My mom always had us go to church. Her faith was strong."

Most students at Hochhalter's church attended a different high school.



"l didn't feel connected at church,” HochhaltedsaAt the same time, | will never forget the love of that
church after mom died. That church was there for us.”

She eventually moved 30 miles away to Westminster, earned a college degree in business and certificatio
a courtappointed advocate fehildren. But the most important change is that she "opened her heart to Jesus,"
she said.

"l kept thinking about my mom and how, if | don't believe in God, that means there's no heaven and she's
just in the ground,” Hochhalter said. "I
didn't undestand what Christianity was all about. Then a friend invited me to her church. She was an absolute
gift. She answered my questions so patiently."

With faith, her perspective on suffering changed.

"God doesn't cause suffering. He suffers with saitl Hochhalter, who now attends a nondenominational
church. "I'm certain God cried over Columbine. I'm certain he cried along with me when mom died."

For information contact:

John Brooks, Director (773) 38958 ornews@elca.org
http://www.elca.org/news

ELCA News Blog:http://www.elca.org/news/blog
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: !
: The East Hartford Interfaith Ministries will once again sponsor their Annual Mother’s Day Appeal. As Thrivent has pledged !
: matching funds to match monies raised for each of the 3 EHIM ministries — Human Needs, Friendship Center, and New :
i Beginnings — any donation you make will go further when matched. If you would like to donate in memory or, or in honor |
: of, your mother and / or special woman in your life, please see us in the Narthex on Sunday, May 3 or Sunday, May 10to |
: make your donation and get a special certificate for your Mom or special “lady” in your life! Thanks for supporting the :
: work of East Hartford Interfaith Ministries. All requests are up this year and funds for any of the ministries are welcome. !
i However, please remember that New Beginnings, the program that purchases brand new appliances for those moving out |
' of shelter into their own, was born at Faith Lutheran and is closest to our hearts for that reason. Please put the ministry :
: you would like to support in the memo area of your check. Thank you! :

Social Ministry:

April was a busy month and May will be even busier for Social Ministry. There are many ways to help; please
choose the way that is the most meaningful to you. We thank you for your continued generosity and ongoing
support. Without the help of the congregation, these things would not happen for people who need them. Faith
Lutheran is a special place with special people who are loving and giving. Praise God!

On Saturday, April 18, a small group of us delivered beds and other furniture to 3 families in East Hartford. Better
Bedding helped us out with a queen bed set for one woman who was really thrilled with her new bed — we got
lots of hugs at that house! Thanks to Chuck Sack, Rich Long, Tom and Cheryl Hanley, Ken Parkany, Donna Hubbs,
and Donna’s friend, Shari Covino for helping out.

Our social worker, Kara, is putting us to the test. She sent us a breakdown of her families and there are about 32
children in her caseload! That makes for a lot of needs! So, thanks to Cheryl Hanley, we now have a “Covenant to
Care Adopt a Social Worker” area in the Narthex next to the “ramp” door. Please feel free to take requests off the
board to fulfill them as you are able. Iltems will change often and we will deliver things to Kara regularly. We are
looking first for $S15 Payless Gift Cards to help these children “Sneak into Spring” with new sneakers. You will find
tags for other items such as non-perishable food items, diapers in certain sizes, diaper wipes, socks, baby
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shampoo, and other particular needs as they arise. Kara is still looking for a double or triple (do they make

those?!) stroller for one of her families. If anyone happens to have one, or would like to purchase one and donate

it, please let Donna Hubbs know.

Our Men & Women In Blue Appreciation Day will be on Thursday, May 21 this year. Thanks to Manuel Meneses
who has agreed to cook his famous egg, bacon, cheese sandwiches again this year and to our wonderful chef,
Hilda Schiemer, who is preparing chicken caciattore and beef burgundy, for lunch and dinner respectively, this

year. There will be a volunteer / donation display in the narthex on Sunday, May 10 for you to sign up to help out

with this special event. We will definitely need financial donations, baked goods of all kinds, other groceries, ice
(Norman & Cindy, are you up to making that this year?), etc and volunteers to help with set up on Wednesday
evening, May 20, food prep, greeting and serving. Save the date on your calendar now!

In Christ’s name,

Donna Hubbs, Committee Chair
Tom Benoit, Council Liaison

May 19 at 7:00PM - come be creativel WELCA will be making a beautiful banner
for use in worship and preparing colorful bookmarks for use with our
hymnals. Neither project requires any sewing. Join us for the fun
and fellowship!

PROPERTY COMMITTEE UPDATE

On Saturday April 4th we had a Great Church Clean Up Day and | want to take a minute to THANK
all those who were able to come by and help. We were able to address a number of "small" projects
within and outside the church as well as give our major traffic areas a complete cleaning in
preparation for our Holy Week services and activities. Please watch the Bulletin Boards and Sunday
Bulletins for future "cleaning" opportunities. Clearly "Many Hands Make Light Work"!

Also, as we start to enjoy the coming of Spring and all the color and warmth it brings, many of you
will identify small projects outside and within the church that could be addressed, which is great.
However, before you start one of these "small" projects on your own, could you please touch base
with me, Pastor, Keryl or Kent either by phone, email or in person so we can ensure that something
isn't already in the works.

As always Thank You for your help & Support,




ORDINATION CELEBRATION

Edward Joseph “EJ” Sweeney
Will be Ordained to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament
May 29, 2009
7:00PM
Trinity Lutheran Church
73 Lancaster Street
Worcester, Massachusetts
The Rev. Margaret G. Payne, Bishop of the New England Synod
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Presiding

The Rite of Ordination is being celebrated at the Festival Worship Service that is part of the Annual Assembly of the New
England Synod. As “EJ” has been called to become the Pastor of Faith Lutheran Church, it would be most appropriate for
as many members of Faith as possible to be present for this Worship Service. To facilitate transportation to Worcester a
sign-up sheet will be in the church narthex beginning May 3™ for members to indicate their willingness to drive and for
members who desire to car pool.

AFFIRMING THEIR BAPTISM....

Kaitlyn Brennan, Jennifer Carlson and Taylor Kenyon, having completed two years of Confirmation Instruction are being
recommended to Faith’s Church Council to become adult members of the congregation through Affirmation of Baptism.
The Confirmands and parents/sponsors are invited to the meeting of the Church Council scheduled for May 11™ at which
time the Church Council will formally act on the recommendation.

Upon approval by the Church Council, the Confirmands will affirm their faith during the 10:30AM Worship Service on the

day of Pentecost, Sunday May 31*. Please be present to rejoice and support these young people as they make this
important step in the life long journey of faith.

Treasurer Update:

As requested at the Annual Meeting, below is the breakdown of the 2008 General Memorial expenses:

104  Acolyte candle lighter
227  Pastor Morris' farewell gift
335 Call committee meeting/meal
338 Pastor Jones' ordination gift & welcome reception
788  Two-day council/mutual ministry planning session
518 Pastor Jones' farewell reception & gift

$2,310  Total

Respectfully submitted:

Gene Johnkoski, Jr.

Treasurer



